
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners 
Of the Zion Park District, Lake County, Illinois 

 Held at the Leisure Center in said District at 7:00pm 
On the 20th day of August 2026 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.  Commissioners Rivers, Pye, and Mason were present.  
Also, present at the meeting were Executive Director Bradley, Superintendent of Recreation 
Petersen, Community Relations Manager Wertman, and Superintendent of Parks Chirchirillo. 
 
Commissioner Pye, seconded by Commissioner Mason, made a motion to approve the minutes as 
presented of the Regular meeting held on July 16, 2026, and the minutes of the Personnel and 
Finance Sub-committee meeting also held on July 16, 2026. 

Upon a voice vote, Commissioners Rivers, Pye, and Mason voted aye. 
Motion carried. 

 
Guest at meeting: Brother Willie Brooks and Zion resident, Author Morten Battley 
 
Commissioner Pye, seconded by Commissioner Mason, made a motion to approve the agenda.  

Upon a voice vote, Commissioners Rivers, Pye, and Mason voted aye. 
Motion carried. 
 

There were no reports from the District’s attorneys.  
 
Commissioner’s comments: Commissioner Pye commented on the ribbon cutting event at Elizabeth 
Park and how nice it was to hand out school supplies to the community. Commissioner Mason also 
commented on the ribbon cutting at Elizabeth Park and the school supplies for the community. 
Commissioner Rivers attended a conference in Texas commented that a speaker at the conference 
spoke about our community and how well the Zion Park District does in providing services.  
 
The District’s finances were presented by Executive Director Bradley during the Personnel and 
Finance sub-committee meeting that was held immediately prior to the board meeting.  A motion 
was made by Commissioner Pye, seconded by Commissioner Mason, to approve the month’s 
expenditure, as listed, in the amount of $1,276,094.39 for the month of July 2026. 

Upon a roll call vote, Commissioners Rivers, Pye, and Mason voted aye.  
Motion carried. 

 
A written report that highlighted the month’s activities was submitted to the Board prior to the 
meeting by Executive Director Bradley: commented on how the park district has been using the 
conduct ordinances manual, passed in March 2026, to deal with incident throughout the summer. 
Elizabeth Park ribbon cutting event went well with a school supplies giveaway. Showed pictures of 
how nice the flowers look on Sheridan Road at Clocktower Park.  Thanks to the Duneland Garden 
Club for planting all the flowers.  July 4th was a great event, and it took a lot of maintenance to 
clean up the areas needed for an opening the next morning to the community. The Park District 
offered an “Unplug” event that is promoted by the NRPA. The District wrapped up summer camp 
programs for Shiloh, Hermon Park, and Sparkle Camps. We also offered a Jr. Golf camp this 
summer for the second year as we are trying to grow the game of golf.  Shiloh Pool this summer 
received three “Exceeds” on their unannounced Ellis audit this summer. Laura Spaeth was honored 
with 50 years of service in teaching for her role in the Razzle Dazzle baton program.  She has been 



named the Grand Marshall for the Labor Day parade. Eric asked the board members to let him 
know who will be attending the Labor Day Parade this year to ride and throw out candy.  The 
parade will be held on Monday, Sept. 7. We will also have the Lazer Light show on Sept. 3 with the 
band I-Pop that did not perform earlier in the summer due to poor air quality.  Also, this weekend is 
the Pow Wow in Shiloh Park.  
 
 
New Business: 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Pye, seconded by Commissioner Mason, to approve the Start 
Early proposed golf netting plan to be installed along the shared perimeter of Shiloh Park Golf 
Course.  The netting will be constructed, maintained, and paid for by Start Early. 

Upon a roll call vote, Commissioners Rivers, Pye, and Mason voted aye.  
Motion carried.   

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Pye, seconded by Commissioner Mason, to approve 
resurfacing of the Kiwanis Shelter parking lot to be completed and paid for by Start Early.  The 
work will be coordinated and completed by StartEarly’s contractor, Mortenson Construction.  

Upon a roll call vote, Commissioners Rivers, Pye, and Mason voted aye.  
Motion carried. 
 

A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Pye, seconded by Commissioner Mason, 
Upon a voice vote, Commissioners Rivers, Pye, and Mason voted aye.  
Motion carried. 
 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm. 
 
 

Kay Petersen 
Assistant Secretary 


